
Aquifer Exemption Process Summary 

1. Operator submits AE application to the Division. The application should be well documented 
with the necessary data and should meet the required criteria for aquifer exemption. 

2. The Division will review the application and ensure that it is a sound application, well 
documented and meets the criteria for aquifer exemption. The Division will also provide an 
“informal” copy of the application to the EPA Region 9 office so that EPA can propose 
improvements and/or revisions to the application document. Also, any additional data that 
may be needed for EPA to review the application can be requested from the operator early 
in the process.   

 It is also recommended that any confidential data issues in the application document be 
discussed with the operator in coordination with the EPA at this point.  

3. The Division will initiate the Agency notification (RWQCB) and Public Comment period. A 30-
day public comment period is required by the EPA.  [Note: the MOA provides for a minimum 
15-day public comment period].  

 All issues raised by the RWQCB and the public should be addressed and resolved. 
Documentation of the issues and their resolution should be included in the AE application. 

4. The Division will finalize the AE exemption application and formally submit to the EPA Region 
9 office. 

5.  TIMELINE  

 a. Minor Aquifer Exemption applications -  the EPA must approve or deny the application 
within 45 days from receipt of the application. If the EPA does not approve or deny within 
this period, the application is deemed approved. 

 b. Major Aquifer Exemption applications - ?  EPA to give feedback. 
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